Abstract. On the ground of theoretical research methods, the article estimates the image of Paul in the Old
Introduction
Relevance of the topic, first of all, is determined by quite low investigation level of it. Qualitative research methods on art sociology have been applied in works by few scientists, to mention Chicago University (the USA) professor or art history, Barbara Maria Stafford, who generalised her research in 1993 in a monograph "Body Criticism" and revealed interrelations between medicine and the fine arts, Heidelberg University (Germany) Eye Clinics professor ophthalmologist, Wolfgang Jaeger (1976 Jaeger ( , 1679 , and German typhlologist Dr Martin Jaedicke who in the 1980s would publish analyses of paintings by artists of various periods depicting the blind in a journal "Review of the European Blind". All these researchers attempted to find medical and social aspects in art works depicting disabled people (Gudonis, 2005) . As the present article dissociates from art criticism, all aspect dealt with are treated in the paradigm of art sociology. Art sociology covers the entire system of interaction of art and society, including historical evolution of art and social functions, its spread and application (Prėskienis, 1989; Вахеметса, Плотников, 1968; Перов, 1970) . Art sociologists try to understand changes of art in public life, to perceive art as a social phenomenon because art is inseparably social (Gaižutis, 1998) .
The aim of the research is to systematise knowledge on the character of the Old Testament, Saul, to analyse his image in fine art, to find out social aspects of the phenomenon of Paul.
Research methods: meta-analysis of philosophical, art criticism literature sources, analysis and interpretation of art pieces.
Image of Saul in the Old Testament
Who was Paul? This question is answered quite in detail by A. Men (1992) . Paul, in Latin Paulos, in Jewish Shaul. Saul was born in the first decade of the 1 st century AD on the territory of present day Turkey, in the south of Asia Minor, Tarusus town, where the influences of the East and the West intermingled. He was raised under Jewish rules of belief in one God, strictly following pharisaic (in the good sense) fear of God. Relatives hoped that the boy would become a teacher knowing the Holy Scripture; therefore, they sent him to Jerusalem where he was learning at a famous rabbi Gamaliel. Gamaliel was a patriarch of the pharisaic group, in the good sense. These were pious people, enshrining traditions of the Old Testament. Saul or, Paul, remembers that among his contemporary youth together learning the Law of God he was the most diligent. And when he found out about the disposing with Stephen, he went there and, wishing to show his approval of this punishment, this disposing, he kept clothes of executioners would throw stones at the martyr. Nevertheless, at the moment, the exact moment when the first martyr was undergoing deaththroes, Saul's soul was disturbed by a doubt. Why were these people, the followers of Jesus Nazarene, so persistent, so strong? And, perhaps wishing to smother his doubts, he went to Damascus to smother the very beginnings of a new movement of Nazarenes (back then followers of Jesus were called Nazarenes). On his way to Damascus he experienced a moving miracle (Мен, 1992; Menis, 2001 ). This episode is described in the Old Testament quite vividly: "meanwhile Saul, breathing with threatening and killings against disciples of the Almighty, went to the head priest and obtained letters for synagogues of Damascus, in order having found men and women following this way could arrest them and bring to Jerusalem. When having almost approached Damascus, immediately he was enlightened with the light from the sky. Fallen down, he heard a voice: "Saul, Saul, why do you chase me?" He asked: "Who are you, the Almighty?" The reply was: "I am Jesus who you persecute. Stand up, go to the city; there you will be told what to do." Friend of his journey remained speechless: they heard the voice, but did not see anything. Saul rose up but, having opened his eyes, could not see anything. He was taken by hands and led to Damascus. For three days he stayed blind, neither drank nor ate. In Damascus he was living as a disciple named Ananim. The Almighty who had manifested to him said: "Ananim! He replied: "Here I am, the Almighty." The Almighty continued: "Get onto the street called the Straight Street, and in the house of Judas ask for a Tarusus man named Saul. Here he prays and sees a man in the vision; the man is called Ananim; he comes and puts his hands on him to make him see again." Ananim replied: "The Almighty, I have heard from many people about this man as much as he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. And here he has obtained authority from high priests to arrest all who call your name." The Almighty said to him: "Go because he is my selected tool who will carry my name to nations, kings and children of Israel. I will show him how much he will have to suffer in relation to my name." Thus, Ananim went to the mentioned house, hands on Saul and pronounced: "Brother Saul! The Almighty Jesus who manifested along the road sent me to make you able to see again and become full of Holy Spirit." And instantly as if exuviae fell off his eyes. He regained his eyesight and accepted christening." (Šventasis raštas, 1999, Apd 9, 1-19) Thus, Saul was christened and called Paul ("a small one") and was working as a missionary among pagan people. After the meeting of apostles, he went to many missions where new communities were established. When Paul brought collected donations to Jerusalem; due to christening against the Law he was under the threat of the lynch law, but he was rescued by Roman soldiers. After arrest and prison, Roman procurator Festus ordered to bring him, "leader of Nazarene sect", directly to Rome where he was killed (Birstein et al., 1999) . The story of Saul-Paul is highly didactic. First of all, it suggestively demonstrates that a man can radically change. He became a diligent promoter of Christianity (Мифы народов мира 1982; Райт, 2010 Райт, , Pažėraitė, 2010 Мышцын, 2012) . Here a metaphor, quite bringing pathos, applies: in order to see he needed to be blinded. The second truth states that the evil done to other people returns by the principle of a boomerang. Deaths that he brought returned to him by his premature, forced death. St Paul is treated by Catholics as a patron saint of Greece and Malta; on the 16 th of July 1914 Pius X announced Paul the patron saint of Greece. According to a legend, before conversion, he fell off a horse; therefore, he became a patron of horsemen; he is proclaimed as a patron of theologians because they have systemically displayed the Christian doctrine. Moreover, Paul is a patron of rope-makers; perhaps this is a reason why tiny ropes made of Cilician goat leather were used to weave tents, or that ropes required screwing (Lat. convertere -"unscrew" -also meaning "convert"). Besides, he was lowered down with ropes in a basket off Damascus's walls; therefore is a patron of basket-makers. As he bas beheaded by a shining sword, he became a patron of polishers and sword-makers. Paul protects from storms because he rescued a ship from a storm; he also protects from snake bites and poison because he survived after a snake bite in Malta. He is asked to help against becoming blind because he was cured after being blinded near the gate to Damascus (Lanzi, 2005) . Having been the greatest enemy of Christians, Saul became a promoter of Christ's teaching (Рудинский, 1995; Райт, 2010) . Everywhere we he appeared -in Antiochia, Ephesus, Galatia, Corinth, Athens, Crete, Philippines, Thessaloniki, Colos and elsewhere -Christian communities thrived (Фаррар, 1994; Мышцин, 2012) . St Paul's Day is commemorated on the 29 th of June.
Image of Paul in the Fine Arts
Story of St Paul's life is reflected in the following plots: 1. Paul's calling (Šventasis raštas, 1999, Apd 9, 1-9). 2. Ananim returns eyesight to Saul (Šventasis raštas, 1999, Adp 9, 10-19). . Later, the image of Paul is often found in the period of early Byzantine art that began developing in the 5 th century and gave the beginning to the art of icons. Sublime Byzantine culture was spread throughout vast territories -from Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, the Balkans to Armenia and Early Russia (Ankstyvosios Bizantijos epochos ikonos, 2014). Examples of the art of icons on the territories are attributed to the Byzantine School, however, all these regions, regarding their specificity, interpreted this art (Лидов, 1999 (Гассель, 2008; Кондаков, 2011; Меркулов, 2012; etc.) Paul is usually depicted together with Peter because they were the most famous individuals in the group of twelve apostles. We can draw an assumption that, after Christ and Virgin Mary with a Child, the third most popular place in iconography is taken by Apostles Peter and Paul. We can find their images in many churches, cathedrals not only named after them but also in other houses of prayer (Быкова, Гладышева et al. 2008 (Gudonis, 2001; 2002; 2006; 2007a; 2007b; 2008; 2008a; 2008b; 2008c; 2014) . The contribution of Paul to promotion of Christianity is highly valued until the present day: in 2005 a golden medal has been coined to commemorate St Paul; the medal displays a picture of Michelangelo "The Conversion of St Paul". The medal of diameter of 35 mm, weighing 34 grams was coined in 1,000 copies, each of them given a number.
Iconography reflects major episodes of Apostle Paul's life, especially the blinding-conversion of him and his beheading. He is depicted in mature age or old, with a beard, moustache and wreath of hair on his wide bald forehead; in the first images he holds a scroll of Christian teaching, and a sword that beheaded him became the most important attribute of him only in the 13 th century. A basket is another attribute; in it he was lowered down the wall of Damascus (Lanzi, 2005) . Analysis of 239 replicas of our collected pieces of art 
